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F. Kennedy Space Center; Col. Robert D. Ca-
bana, USMC, former Chief, NASA Astronaut Of-
fice; Lt. Col. Eileen M. Collins, USAF, scheduled
to be the first female Mission Commander for an
upcoming Space Shuttle Columbia mission. The
President also referred to the following members
of the Space Shuttle Discovery crew: Lt. Col. Cur-
tis L. Brown, Jr., USAF; Mission Commander; Lt.
Col. Steven W. Lindsey, USAF, Mission Pilot; Ste-
phen K. Robinson, Mission Specialist 1; Scott E.
Parazynski, M.D., Chiaki Mukai, Payload Special-
ist 1, National Space Development Agency of
Japan; Pedro Duque, European Space Agency,
Mission Specialist 3; and Senator John Glenn,
Payload Specialist 1, who returned to space after
36 years.

Remarks on Arrival in West Palm
Beach, Florida
October 29, 1998

Ladies and gentlemen, I am delighted to
be here with Governor Chiles, Senator
Graham, Commissioner Nelson, Congress-
man Deutsch, Congressman Wexler, my
good friend Lieutenant Governor MacKay.

I know that along with all other Americans
your hearts filled with pride today when you
saw our space shuttle lift off with 77-year-
old Senator John Glenn among the crew,
going into the heavens for the second time—
the first time over 36 years ago.

I’m here tonight in South Florida on be-
half of our Democratic ticket and specifically
for Lieutenant Governor MacKay. And I’d
like to make two points. First of all, I hope
the pride and the patriotism that the people
of Florida and the United States felt this
afternoon will carry over until Tuesday and
that everyone will feel in their pride an obli-
gation to go to the polls and vote, because
this is no ordinary election. In profound ways
we are shaping what America will look like
and what this state will look like well into
the 21st century.

In so many ways the challenges of Florida
are the challenges of America. In terms of
the education of our children in this last
budget battle, thanks to the steadfast support
of people like Bob Graham and Peter
Deutsch and Rob Wexler, we were able to

get a huge downpayment of my goal of put-
ting 100,000 teachers in the early grades.

But it will be up to the Governor of Florida
to determine whether we have a real commit-
ment in this State, one of the fastest growing
States in the country, for our children to have
those smaller class sizes and classes for the
children and the teachers to meet. That’s a
strong reason to support Buddy MacKay’s
bid for Governor.

And in the next session of Congress we
will have to deal with the unfinished business
of America in saving Social Security for the
21st century and protecting and reforming
Medicare and finally passing a Patients’ Bill
of Rights.

But here in Florida, there will be a dis-
proportionate impact on all these decisions
because there are so many senior citizens.
I’ve known Buddy MacKay a long time, and
you know, I’m never surprised by what peo-
ple do or say in the closing days of an elec-
tion, but goodness, how anybody could claim
that he had ever done anything other than
be one of the strongest supporters the seniors
of this State and this Nation ever had is a
mystery to me, because he certainly has
been.

And I will say again, to really do what we
need to do for the seniors here, for the integ-
rity of their health care and the security of
their retirement and the stability of their
lives, requires not only a President and a
Congress but a Governor committed to
them. That’s another big reason to support
Buddy MacKay for Governor on Tuesday.

And we’re glad to be here. I wish him well.
I wish the people of Florida well. And again
I say, I hope everyone will be at the polls
on Tuesday. If you felt good today, you can
feel just that same way on Tuesday by being
a good citizen and doing your part.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:52 p.m. at the
West Palm Beach International Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Governor Lawton Chiles of
Florida; State Insurance Commissioner Bill Nel-
son; and gubernatorial candidate Lt. Gov. Buddy
MacKay.
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Proclamation 7144—National
American Indian Heritage Month,
1998
October 29, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
American Indians and Alaska Natives—the

first Americans—have made enormous con-
tributions to the life of our country. When
the first Europeans arrived on this continent,
they did not find an empty land; they found
instead a land of diverse peoples with a rich
and complex system of governments, lan-
guages, religions, values, and traditions that
have shaped and influenced American his-
tory and heritage. Generations of American
Indians have served and sacrificed to defend
our freedom, and no segment of our popu-
lation has sent a larger percentage of its
young men and women to serve in our
Armed Forces. But American Indians are not
just an important part of our country’s past;
they are also a vital part of today’s America
and will play an even more important role
in America’s future.

There are more than 2 million American
Indians living in our country today, from the
hardwood forests of Maine to the Florida Ev-
erglades, across the Great Plains to the Pa-
cific Coast, and throughout the State of Alas-
ka. Through a variety of innovative enter-
prises, many tribes are sharing in the unprec-
edented prosperity our country enjoys today,
prosperity that is reflected in the construc-
tion of community centers, schools, muse-
ums, and other cultural centers. However,
many people who live in Indian Country are
caught in a cycle of poverty made worse by
poor health care and a lack of educational
and employment opportunity. If we are to
honor the United States Government’s long-
standing obligations to Indian tribes, we must
do all in our power to ensure that American
Indians have access to the tools and opportu-
nities they need to make the most of their
lives.

As part of this endeavor, my Administra-
tion has strengthened the special govern-
ment-to-government relationship between
the Federal Government and the sovereign

nations of Indian Country, expanded the role
of American Indians and Alaska Natives in
the Administration, and sought to increase
educational opportunities and economic de-
velopment throughout Indian Country. Ear-
lier this year, I signed an Executive order
directing the Federal Government to work
together with tribal and State governments
to improve Native American achievement in
math and reading, raise high school gradua-
tion rates, increase the number of Native
American youth attending college, improve
science education, and expand the use of
educational technology. We are also striving
to boost economic development in Indian
Country by working with tribal governments
to meet their technology infrastructure
needs, to coordinate and strengthen existing
Native American economic development ini-
tiatives, and to help Native Americans obtain
loans more easily for building homes and
starting new businesses.

Today’s Native Americans are among the
youngest segments of our population—a
new, large generation of young people who,
if empowered with the education, skills, op-
portunity, and encouragement they need to
thrive, can lead Indian Country into a future
as bright and promising as its extraordinary
past. As we observe National American In-
dian Heritage Month, let us resolve to work
together to make that future a reality.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 1998
as National American Indian Heritage
Month. I urge all Americans, as well as their
elected representatives at the Federal, State,
local, and tribal levels, to observe this month
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 30, 1998]
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